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lives, and, in other words, to become fighting
monks*
They fought with great valour through the
Crusades and their fame spread all over Europe,
where the wealthy and the pious gave them large
properties from which they were able to draw
revenues* They must not, however, be confused
with the Knights Templar, who were an entirely
different order.
Down the centuries the Order of St* John
became very wealthy, but after the fall of Acre and
the loss of the Holy Land they were forced to find
a new home* Settling in Rhodes, that lovely
island of roses, they built the famous fortifications
and spent their time harrying the Turks, who were
their deadly enemies* The Turks twice besieged
the Order here, and on the second occasion made
them depart*
After much wandering about in Southern
Europe, Charles of Spain gave them the island of
Malta, which was reluctantly accepted* Here the
Knights lived until their final collapse, when
Napoleon looted Valletta*
When they first arrived in Malta the Order lived
on the far side of the Grand Harbour which faced
the bare, rocky neck of land on which Valletta
stands today* On the point of this strip of land,
and guarding the entrance to both harbours, was